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Thank you, Volunteers!
Last Thursday, volunteers and staff enjoyed a 
lovely evening during the annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Night. While the sky looked like it 
was about to dump some much-needed showers 
on us, it held off for our special event. With 
fantastic music from one-man band Local Stereo, 
and a delicious dinner from Steven’s Catering, the 
group was abuzz with conversation and laughter.

The recognition portion of the night included 
hearing recaps of the gardening season from 
each of our volunteer group leads. From 
maintaining old gardens, installing new ones, 
and running a successful Plant Sale, the amount 
that has been accomplished at Chadwick 

Arboretum this year by all of you is astounding! 
You, the volunteers, are what makes Chadwick 
Arboretum a special place. We are so grateful for 
all your time, energy, hard work, and passion, 
and we hope that you feel proud of all that you 
accomplish here. 

Beautiful flower arrangements made from Cultivar Trials flowers by Samra Shy.  



Surviving the 
Drought: 

Observations 
from the Field

by Lisa Metcalf, Chadwick 
Operations Manager

  I knew I’d be writing about 
the significant drought we’ve 
been experiencing on a rainy 
day. Thing is, we haven’t had 
any measurable rain in the 
past two months and even the 
.035” we got over the past 
24hrs is only knocking the 
dust down. We desperately 
need measurable rain to 
return to our forecast in a 
regular pattern. It would also 
be nice if we could pair that 
with cooler fall temps. Late 
summer this year has been 
one of the worst droughts of 
my career. plants are 
established, they don’t need 
supplemental watering. 
Particularly the tough easy to 
grow, low drama varieties. 
This summer has been very 
different, and we have climate 
change to thank with a 
guarantee of more crazy 
erratic weather that is 
becoming our new normal. 
I’ve never watered so much, 
not just newly planted but 
mature plants and trees. Large 
mature trees dropping all 
their leaves in August and 
calling it done. It’s depressing 
times like this that I say to 
myself, “What can be learned 
from this? How do we adapt?”. 

Look at all your plants and 
trees and pay close attention 
to the ones that are business 
as usual. Happy and thriving 
despite the lack of rain. 
Imagine if everyone did this 
and how much water it would 
save. I’ve made a lot of 
observations, but I’ll pick my 
top two herbaceous winners 
in three categories: 
Perennials, Annuals, and 
Ornamental Grasses.

Perennials
Baptisia ‘Sparkling Sapphires’. 
My favorite new cultivar. 
Compact, vivid purple flower 
and tough as nails like all 
Baptisia sp.
Sedum ‘Desert Black’ Stunning 
dark black foliage. Wrote the 
book on toughness

Annuals
Angelonia- Pick a color, 
excellent drought tolerance. 
Blooms non-stop.
Lantana-  Compact, Great 
color and very tough. Loves 
hot dry weather once 
established.

 Ornamental Grasses
Schizachyrium- Problem free 
and easy to grow. Sensational 
blue color. Absolutely shows 
off in the fall with red/orange 
fall color. Many promising 
new cultivars.
Panicum-  The new cultivars 
are spectacular. Easy to grow, 
tough and requires so little 
care.

Flowers and foliage of Baptisia 
‘Sparkling Sapphires’. Photo by Lisa 
Metcalf.

Lantana. Photo by Anna Williamson



Interested? Click here for more info!

Spotted lanternfly. Photo by Zoe 
Eads-Scofield

Have you seen me? Spotted 
Lanternfly at OSU
Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) (SLF) is officially in Franklin 
County, and you may even begin seeing it as you volunteer around 
the arboretum. SLF is an invasive insect with several different host 
plants, but they primarily lay their eggs on Tree of Heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima). Both adults and nymphs feed on stems and 
leaves, which can cause a range of problems, such as sooty mold and 
sap bleeding, and can lead to the death of the plant. SLF overwinter 
as dormant egg masses on their host tree, making  fall and winter 
ideal times to control populations by finding egg masses. Chadwick 
Arboretum is working on a management plan using the latest 
research and recommendations. 

This resource from OSU provides comprehensive 
information on identification, management, and what to 
do if you find SLF. 

https://web.cvent.com/event/4112105f-4a18-4fac-83f2-61bf0f818df6/summary
https://u.osu.edu/spottedlanternfly/
https://u.osu.edu/spottedlanternfly/
https://u.osu.edu/spottedlanternfly/
https://web.cvent.com/event/4112105f-4a18-4fac-83f2-61bf0f818df6/summary


Volunteer Opportunities in the 
Garden

Volunteer Sessions

▪ Tuesdays, 9 – 11 AM: Lane Ave. Gardens 
        CONTACT Joe Stewart: gardenjoestew@gmail.com

▪ Tuesdays, 9 – 11 AM: Cultivar Trials 
        CONTACT Kathy Krantz: candkkrantz@sbcglobal.net 

▪ *NEW* Wednesdays, 9– 11 AM: Arboretum North
        CONTACT Hope Weber: jhopeweber@gmail.com

▪ Thursdays, 9-11 AM: Learning Gardens 
        CONTACT Chris Tilton: ctilton@columbus.rr.com

▪ Fridays, 9 – 11 AM: Arboretum North
         CONTACT Lori Kingston: lk518@att.net

Adopt – a – Bed Across the Arboretum
▪ With a little training, you can adopt an area of the 

arboretum to maintain on your schedule. Please reach 
out to Pam Poeth: poeth.3@osu.edu

**All Volunteer sessions are weather dependent: 
rain/snow cancels, as well as temperatures under 40 

degrees. **

Saturday, October 19th
10a.m.- 4p.m.

We are looking for 3-4 
volunteers interested in 
working a Chadwick 
booth during WestFest!

WestFest is a family 
friendly, STEM festival 
focused on engaging kids 
with science. 

Shift 1:
10a.m.- 1p.m.

Shift 2:
1p.m.- 4p.m.

Interested in 
helping? Sign up 

here!

 

Learning Gardens volunteers planting seasonal containers. Photo by Lisa Metcalf

WestFest

Fall seasonal container. 
Photo by Anna Williamson

mailto:gardenjoestew@gmail.com
mailto:candkkrantz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jhopeweber@gmail.com
mailto:ctilton@columbus.rr.com
mailto:lk518@att.net
mailto:poeth.3@osu.edu
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aWRSZLTCewQnfO6
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aWRSZLTCewQnfO6
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aWRSZLTCewQnfO6


CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Kickoff Meeting
Join the Plant Sale Leadership Teams as we kickoff planning for 
the 2025 Spring Plant Sale and Auction Fundraiser! 
During this meeting, volunteers interested in taking on a 
leadership role for the Fundraiser will learn about this special 
event, the different roles that are open, and meet the 
committees. Please RSVP with the link below – snacks and 
drinks provided! 

Friday

OCTOBER

25
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Room 116 Howlett Hall
2001 Fyffe Ct.

Columbus, OH 43210

https://go.osu.edu/plantsalekickoff2025

Photo by Kathy Watson

Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens
2025 Spring Plant Sale & Auction Fundraiser

https://go.osu.edu/plantsalekickoff2025


October 2024 Volunteer Calendar

What’s a Plant Picnic Talk?
Bring yourself a picnic lunch to a specific volunteer session and grow your horticulture 
knowledge with an informal educational talk afterwards! Plant Picnics are open to anyone 
and begin at 11:00am. Feel free to bring something to share. 

Master Gardener Volunteers can count the educational component as Continuing 
Education for the length of the talk (usually 30 minutes to an hour).

• 10/18 Fall Seed Collection and Propagation- Chadwick Horticulture Staff
• 11:00a.m. at Arboretum North 

• 10/22 Wildlife Control- Chadwick Horticulture Staff
• 11:00a.m. in the Lane Avenue Gardens

• 10/24 Putting your Garden to Bed- Laura Deeter
• 11:00a.m. in the Learning Gardens

 Contact Anna Williamson at Williamson.596@osu.edu for more information

Upcoming Plant Picnic Talks 

mailto:Williamson.596@osu.edu
https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/join-us/current-volunteers


October 
Events 
at a 
Glance
• Hypertufa workshop- October 7th & 8th 
 Session 1: 6:30p.m.- 8:30p.m.
 Session 2: 6:30p.m.- 7:30p.m.
Reserve a spot here.

• Hypertufa workshop- October 21st & 22nd 
 Session 1: 6:30p.m.- 8:30p.m.
 Session 2: 6:30p.m.- 7:30p.m.
Reserve a spot here.

• ArboBlitz- October 25th 1p.m.-4p.m. Sign-up to volunteer here!

• MGV State Conference- October 24th & 25th Register here!

 

Hackberry in the Learning Gardens. Photo by Anna 
Williamson

The 2024 Volunteer Handbook
Our volunteer Handbook contains important information about volunteer 
policies, forms you need to complete, FAQs, how to park, our yearly 
events, and volunteer sessions.

If you are an MGV, you will log your time under Franklin County MGV 
Projects on Hands on Connect only. These hours are then passed along to 
us for our own reporting.

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6S7fsIpIASdFx0q
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3aSAAcrWQGXLxc2
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ddjAB3OsfFMo2ai
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/StateConference24
file:///C:/Users/williamson.596/Downloads/Chadwick Volunteer Handbook 2024.pdf


CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit 

cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, 
visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

A planted trough can be a garden unto itself, highlighting a variety 
of textures, colors and heights.

In this 2-day workshop, Chadwick Arboretum Volunteer Allen 
Fabian will teach you how to create beautiful hypertufa containers. 
 Each class participant should be able to make two containers  from 
materials supplied.

$45 for Chadwick Arboretum members or $50 for non-members

DATE: October 7 & 8 and October 21 & 22, 
2024
TIME:  Day 1: 6:30 -8:30 pm
           Day 2: 6:30 -7:30 pm
LOCATION: Chadwick Arboretum Barn, 2201 
Fred Taylor Dr.
iveRegister online at chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/events

DAY 1: 6:30 -8:30 pm
Participants will learn about 
the history of hypertufa, mix 

the ingredients, build a 
container, and learn how to 
release a finished container 
from its mold, with one-on-

one instruction.

DAY 2: 6:30 -7:30 pm
Participants will remove pots 
from mold and add texture.

All materials, gloves and 
handouts provided. This 

workshop will take place in 
the Chadwick Arboretum 

barn, which is located right 
behind the Nationwide and 

Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H 
Center.

This class is limited to 12 
people, sign up soon! Credit 
card payments are accepted 

and due when you arrive. 
*Limited spots for both 

sessions*

Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens
Creating Hypertufa 

Containers Workshop

Go.osu.edu/ChadwickEvents

https://go.osu.edu/ChadwickEvents


CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

ArboBlitz 
2024

Help us create a legacy at The Ohio State University by planting 
20 trees on campus in collaboration with The Ohio State 
University’s Facilities, Operations, and Development team and 
Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens. Please RSVP with the 
link below!

Friday

October

25
1 p.m.–4 p.m.

Cannon Dr. Park, across from 
Wexner Medical Center 

Parking Garage.

go.osu.edu/arboblitzvolunteer

https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/events/arboblitz-2024


Parking Procedure:
Students are back to campus, which means parking can be a little more of a 
challenge. Please allow yourself a little bit of extra time when coming to volunteer.

A new parking procedure is in place for Chadwick Arboretum Volunteers

Steps:

1. Fill out this form to be emailed the parking details.
2. Every day that you come to volunteer, re-enter your license plate and 

code for free parling for the remainder of the day.
3. Park in any A, B, or C parking spot anywhere on campus (surface lots 

only).
4. Park with you license plate facing out, so CampusParc vehicles can see 

your license plate when driving by.

Happy Fall!

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7WJZOepy2WMT7mK
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