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Another Successful Plant Sale Fundraiser!
And just like that, the 38th

Annual Spring Plant Sale & 

Auction Fundraiser is over. 

Planning with the leadership 

teams began in October of 

last year, and between plant 

ordering, collecting boxes, 

tag making, plant deliveries, 

and all the jobs during the 

sale, volunteers put in 

hundreds of hours to make it 

happen. It truly is a 

whirlwind event. 

Mother nature was on our 

side this year with beautiful 

weather all three days of the 

sale. Despite long lines at 

times, customers were 

happy to be out in the 

warmth and surrounded by 

beautiful plants. Everywhere 

I looked, I saw smiling faces.

Some of the highlights this 

year include both the Live 

and Silent Auctions, the 

wonderful demos in the 

Learning Lab, and our new 

vendors! Through lots of 

collaboration and hard work, 

our auction team was able 

to secure generous auction 

donations from Decker 

Nursery, Brotzman’s Nursery, 

Acorn Farms, A.M. Leonard, 

and Ahlum & Arbor. 

Debbie Farynowski, volunteer extraordinaire. Photo by Kathy Watson 



Another 
Successful Plant 
Sale Fundraiser!

On top of this, many of our 
wonderful volunteers 
donated items, ranging from 
beautiful handmade quilts 
to metal raised beds! This 
year, the auction brought in 
a whopping $9,131. Beautiful Caladiums from the Spring Plant Sale. Photo by Kathy Watson

The Learning Lab was a hit this year, and 
featured engaging and informative talks from 
Deb Knape, Lisa Metcalf, Laura Deeter, and 
George Peach. The Learning Lab team also 
received great feedback for potential new 
topics to cover next year!

The sale had three new vendors this year. The 
Entomology Graduate Student Association 
joined us this year and brought a variety of 
native, houseplants, and the carnivorous 
butterwort! One of their butterworts even 
trapped a spotted lanternfly larva. So 
interesting! Atypical Nursery from Dayton 
brought their collection of unique tomatoes, 
tree seedlings, and tree peonies. Finally, 
HolmesMadeArt had a wonderful collection 
of ceramic and stained-glass art, making the 
perfect gifts for Mother’s Day. 

The sale raised a gross total of $174,545, with 
a total of 17,987 items sold and 1,962 
transitions. Our sales were up 13% from 
2024. After all is said and done, our net total 
raised will have incredible impact on the 
arboretum this year, allowing for staff, garden 
renovations, and countless other 
opportunities. Chadwick Arboretum would 
not be what it is today without our Plant Sale 
(and volunteers), and the Plant Sale would 
not be possible without our incredible 
volunteers and wonderful supporters. So, 
from all of us at Chadwick, thank you, and 
keep planting forward!

- Anna Williamson, Program Manager

Check out the last pages of this newsletter to see all the 
wonderful hat creations from our volunteers!



Around the 
Arboretum

Field Trip to 
Inniswood
Friday, May 30, our 
Mayhew Horticulture 
Interns took their first field 
trip of the summer to 
Inniswood Gardens. The 
weather was cold and rainy, 
but that didn’t stop the 
team! They saw the 
greenhouses, maintenance 
facilities, and the acres of 
beautiful gardens that 
Inniswood has to offer. They 
even received some insider 
knowledge from former 
Inniswood gardener (and 
current Chadwick 
Operations Manager!), Lisa 
Metcalf. 

Interns doing their best to look happy.

The summer internship is designed to give students in the 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences the 
opportunity to explore career paths within horticulture and 
public gardens. They will also complete a project by the end of 
the summer, and many were able to gain inspiration from some 
part of our visit. They’ll continue to visit gardens, arboreta, and 
nurseries throughout the summer. Hopefully, those trips will be 
less rainy!

ISA Climbing Competition
On May 31 and June 1, Chadwick 
Arboretum hosted the ISA Climbing 
Competition in collaboration with 
Ahlum & Arbor. Dozens of 
competitors from around the state 
and country converged at 
Chadwick to show off their skills. 
The winners will now go on to the 
National Championships, and then 
the International competition. Way 
to go, arborists! 

Arborists during the ISA Climbing Competition



Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 
& Events

Weekly Garden Sessions

• Tuesdays, 9-11 AM: Lane Avenue Garden
• MGV Lead: Joe Stewart

• Wednesdays, 9-11 AM: Arboretum North
• MGV Lead: Lori Kingston

• Thursdays, 9-11 AM: Learning Gardens
• MGV Lead: Chris Tilton

Please reach out to Anna at 
Williamson.596@osu.edu if you would like to be 

on the email list for any of the sessions.

Tour Guide Training
Interested in becoming a 
volunteer tour guide for 
Chadwick Arboretum, or 
need a refresher before 
jumping in again?

Attend our annual tour 
guide training session on 
Friday, June 27 from 9 
a.m. – 12p.m.

Click here to sign up!Catalpa speciosa flower. 

Volunteer Mark DeBard leading a 
tour of the Learning gardens

To become a Chadwick Arboretum Volunteer, visit our 
website and fill out the ‘Become a Volunteer Today’ 

application! 

Sign up to ‘adopt’ a bed! 
Come out on your own 
time once a week to 
weed and deadhead 
your plants.

Click here to sign up!

Adopt-A-Bed

mailto:Williamson.596@osu.edu
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eUHLRhAdenS6PPg
https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/join-us/become-volunteer-today-0
https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/join-us/become-volunteer-today-0
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e4mnzTXYcA52EK2


Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 
& Events

Seasonal color containers at Lane Ave.

• Tree ID Walk with Dr. Laura Deeter
• Celebrate Chadwick Arboretum's 45th anniversary with us by 

meandering the gardens and learning to identify our trees! 
• Friday, July 11, 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
• Register here. Registration is free and limited to 20 participants.

• Cultivar Trials Showcase
• Join us on this July evening to show-off our Cultivar Trials and mingle 

with horticulture professionals from around the world attending the 
Cultivate Conference!

• Saturday, July 12, 4:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
• Learn more here

Upcoming Events 

Beautiful blooms in the Still Garden. 

https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/events/tree-id-walk-dr-laura-deeter
https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/events/cultivar-trials-showcase-1


Volunteer Parking 
Procedure

A new parking procedure is in place for Chadwick Arboretum Volunteers

Steps:

1. Visit this website: 
https://www.offstreet.io/location/I95C1BKY and enter 
parking code 45467 and your license plate number.

2. Every day that you come to volunteer, re-enter your license 
plate and code for free parling for the remainder of the 
day.

3. Park in any A, B, or C parking spot anywhere on campus 
(surface lots only).

4. Park with you license plate facing out, so CampusParc 
vehicles can see your license plate when driving by.

https://www.offstreet.io/location/I95C1BKY






Thanks for reading! ☺
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